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What is the Definition of 

Protagonist and Antagonist?

A protagonist is the main character of a story. He faces 

challenges in the story and could be a “good guy”, but 

does not have to be. 

A protagonist faces challenges in the story. The antagonist 

is another person in the story who stops the protagonist 

getting what he wants.



Who is the Protagonist in Thank 

You Ma'am?

Roger is the protagonist. He wants to buy some 

new suede shoes, but does not have enough 

money to buy them. He tries to steal Mrs. Luella 

Bates Washington Jones' purse so that he will 

have enough money to buy his shoes.



Who is the Antagonist in Thank 

You Ma'am?

Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones is the antagonist because she 

stops Roger from stealing from her.

In this case, the antagonist is a good person who tries to help the 

protagonist.



Character Analysis

How can we learn more about the 

characters in the story? 

We can find quotes in the story and use these 

to guess or infer what the character is like. 



Characterization
What is characterization?

This is the way in which the author tells us about the 

personality and physical appearance of the character. 

There are two main methods of characterization; direct and 

indirect characterization.



Direct Characterization
Direct characterization is when the writer 

tells readers what the character is like.

Example 1: " She was a large woman…."

Example 2: "He looked as if he were 

fourteen or fifteen, frail and willow-wild, in 

tennis shoes and blue jeans."



Indirect Characterisation
Indirect Characterisation is when the writer 

tells us about the character by showing us 

what the character is like.

Example: "She was a large woman with a 

large purse that had everything in it but 

hammer and nails" 

We learn that Mrs Jones is resourceful and 

well prepared for any eventuality.



Character Analysis:

Roger the Protagonist

Look at the quote from the story below. What do we learn or 

infer about Roger?

"But the boy took care to sit on the far side of the room 

where he thought she could easily see him out of the corner 

of her eye, if she wanted to. He did not trust the woman not 

to trust him. And he did not want to be mistrusted now."



Character Analysis:

Roger the Protagonist

We learn that Roger is desperate for love and really wants 

to be seen in a good light. We learn that he probably does 

not have anyone in his life who takes the time to talk to him, 

educate him or love him.



Character Analysis:

Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones

Look at the quotes from the story below. What do we learn or infer 

about Mrs Jones?

Quote 1: “You ought to be my son. I would teach you right from 

wrong. Least I can do right now is to wash your face. Are you 

hungry?”

Quote 2: "Now, here, take this ten dollars and buy yourself some 

blue suede shoes."



Character Analysis:

Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones
“You ought to be my son. I would teach you right from wrong. Least I 

can do right now is to wash your face. Are you hungry?”

We learn that she is assertive, believes in morality and is not afraid.

“Now, here, take this ten dollars and buy yourself some blue suede 

shoes.”

We learn that she is generous and trusting. She believes that if she 

shows kindness to Roger, maybe he will not steal again.



Today’s Lesson was about: 

Short Story- Thank You Ma’am By 

Langston Hughes, Character 

Analysis




